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Town Council Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2007

President Reilly opened the meeting at 7:00pm.  He then took the Roll and all members were in attendance. After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Reilly asked the room to take a moment of silence to remember Evelyn Maurici who passed away on Saturday, December 1, 2007.  She was an employee of the Winthrop Library for many years and a lovely young woman. 

Public Comment

David Osborne of Pleasant Street was the only citizen to make a public comment.

Committee Reports

Attorney Brian Perrin was present with along with members of the Bylaw Review Committee: Councilor Gill, Jim Cipoletta and Town Attorney Bob Noonan to discuss the status of the Bylaw Review Committee. Revisions are being conducted and an updated cd will be distributed shortly. After all ordinances are in final form, it will go before the Council for adoption. President Reilly thanked the present members and also recognized members not present: Patricia Milano, Mark Rotundo, Mike Powers, Claire Sheltry.

Finance Committee Chair Councilor Ferrino made a report to the full Council on the recent meeting he conducted relative to the five (5) different bonding issues in an amount not to exceed $8,565,000 for refinancing school bonds ($6,865,000), constructing, reconstructing and rehabilitating the Pier ($500,000), Rink ($600,000) cemetery ($500,000) and Seawalls ($100,000). He stated it was the Committees recommendation to approve this proposal.

Town Manager’s Report

Town Manager Rick White discussed the Police Contract and that an agreement had been reached. He put forth a recommendation for review to be voted on at the next Council Meeting. He encouraged the Council to hold a meeting before the regularly scheduled December 18th meeting so that the Police could receive the retro salary before the Holiday.

Manager White then updated the Council on the status of the secondary access road at the Gorman Fort Banks School. He is conducting a cost analysis with a report and recommendation to the Council ready in the Spring of 2008.

He then announced that Winthrop High School was named to the School Building Association’s Priority List. Finally, he presented the Council with an overview of the Memorial Bench Program in hopes to add or improve benches to many places here in Town.

Old Business

MOTION by Councilor Ferrino

2ND by Vice President Boncore

VOICE VOTE

VOTED: to go authorize Transfer Appropriation of $28,000 from Sale of Land Account to the Police Expense Account for the exclusive use of matching capital improvement grant for repairs to the station.

MOTION by Councilor Gill

2ND by Councilor Ferrino

VOTED: to go authorize Transfer Appropriation of $21,000 from Sale of Land Account to School Department for engineering services to put plan package together for Capital Improvements in school buildings. 

MOTION by Councilor DelVento
Voice Vote – One NO Vote (Councilor Letterie)

2ND by Councilor Ferrino

MOTION by Councilor DelVento

2nd by Councilor Ferrino

VOTED:In accordance with Section 2-9(b)(c) of the Town of Winthrop’s Home Rule Charter, you are hereby notified that the Town Council will consider a proposal from the Town Manager to authorize borrowing in an amount not to exceed $8,565,000 for refinancing school bonds ($6,865,000), constructing, reconstructing and rehabilitating the Pier ($500,000), Rink ($600,000) cemetery ($500,000) and Seawalls ($100,000) on November 20, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. at the Harvey Hearing Room at 1 Metcalf Square, Winthrop, Massachusetts.

Ordered:  That $500,000 is appropriated for the construction of a pier; that to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Town Manager is authorized to borrow $500,000 under G.L.c.44 or any other enabling authority; that the Town Manager is authorized to contract for and expend any federal or state aid available for the project, which aid shall be expended in addition to the amount appropriated by this order; and that the Town Manager is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Ordered:  That $600,000 is appropriated for the renovation of Larsen Rink, that to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Town Manager is authorized to borrow $600,000 under G.L.c.44 or any other enabling authority; that the Town Manager is authorized to contract for and expend any federal or state aid available for the project, which aid shall be expended in addition to the amount appropriated by this order; and that the Town Manager is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Ordered: That $100,000 is appropriated for the renovation of the Grandview Avenue Seawall, that to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Town Manager is authorized to borrow $100,000 under G.L.c.44 or any other enabling authority; that the Town Manager is authorized to contract for and expend any federal or state aid available for the project, which aid shall be expended in addition to the amount appropriated by this order; and that the Town Manager is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Ordered:  That $500,000 is appropriated for the construction of improvements needed to stabilized the slope at and thereby protect the Belle Isle Cemetery property including related engineering costs; that to meet this appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Town Manager is authorized to borrow $500,00 under G.L.c.44§7 or any other enabling authority; and that the Town Manager is authorized to take any action necessary to carry out this project.

Ordered:  That, in order to reduce the interest costs, the Treasurer with the approval of the Town Manager is authorized to issue refunding bonds pursuant to G.L.c.44, §21A to refund all or a portion of the remaining amounts of the Town’s Public Facilities Building Bonds dated February 15, 1995, the Town’s Municipal Purpose Loan of 2001 Bonds dated November 1, 2001; that the refunding bonds shall be issued in an amount not to exceed $6,865,000, in order to pay the principal, redemption premium and interest on the bonds to be refunded, and costs of issuance of the refunding bonds; and that the Treasurer is authorized to execute such documents as may be necessary or desirable to carry out this transaction, including a refunding escrow or trust agreement with a bank or trust company.

President Reilly asked the Clerk to Call the Roll: 

Councilor –at-Large Ferrino

Yes

Councilor Gill 


Yes

Councilor Letterie


Yes

Councilor DelVento


Yes

Councilor Maggio


Yes

Councilor Sanford


Yes

Councilor Calla


Yes

Vice President Boncore

Yes

President Reilly


Yes

MOTION by Councilor Ferrino

2ND by Councilor Sanford

VOICE VOTE

VOTED: to hold a Council Meeting on Tuesday, December 11th, at 6:30PM solely for the purpose of voting on the Police Contract Transfer mentioned earlier in the Town Manager’s Report.

MOTION by Councilor Maggio

2ND by Councilor Calla

VOICE VOTE

VOTED: to award a citation to Susan J. Duplin on the occasion of her appointment to Town Clerk of Swampscott and for her years of dedicated service to the Town of Winthrop.


MOTION by Councilor Boncore

2ND by Councilor Sanford

VOICE VOTE

VOTED: to appointment President Reilly’s recommendation of Janis T. LaRosee, of Shirley Street to the Finance Commission for a term of three years effective, January 1, 2008.

MOTION by Councilor Sanford

2ND by Councilor Gill

VOICE VOTE

VOTED: to appointment President Reilly’s recommendation of Donald J. Kearney, of Fremont Street to the Board of License Commissioners for a term of three years effective, January 1, 2008.

MOTION by Councilor Letterie

2ND by Councilor Sanford

VOICE VOTE –Councilor Boncore Abstained

VOTED: to appointment President Reilly’s recommendation of Robert Boncore, of Undine Avenue to the Board of License Commissioners for a term of three years effective, January 1, 2008.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment during this period.

MOTION by Councilor Sanford

2ND by Councilor Letterie
VOICE VOTE

VOTED: to adjourn for the evening at approximately 9PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Carla Vitale
Town Clerk
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